THE CABINET

as a whole always has access to the Cabinet; and, if he then finds that he
cannot win the support of his ministerial colleagues, he should accept their
decision....

Thus, the existence and activities of these co-ordinating ministers do not
impair or diminish the responsibility to Parliament of the departmental
ministers whose policies they co-ordinate. Those ministers are fully account-
able to Parliament for any act of policy or administration within their depart-
mental jurisdiction. It does not follow that the co-ordinating ministers are
'non-responsible'. Having no statutory powers as co-ordinating ministers,
they perform in that capacity no formal acts. But they share in the collective
responsibility of the Government as a whole, and, as Ministers of the Crown,
they are accountable to Parliament.

The problem of reducing the size of the Cabinet while increasing the
number of ministries was met by keeping a number of ministries out of
the Cabinet and by using the War Cabinet technique of having depart-
mental ministers attend Cabinet meetings while matters affecting their
departments are under discussion. The departments whose ministers
were not in the Cabinet have been:
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Sir Anthony Eden in fact reverted to the pre-war scheme of a Cabinet
containing the ministers of all the important departments, except that
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